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HOOF PRINTS 
Quarterly Newsletter 

HTH, serving the Flathead Valley since 1997. 

HTH is a non-profit organization run by volunteers in the 
Flathead Valley.  Since 1997, we have helped make 
therapeutic horseback riding available and affordable to 
individuals with physical, mental, and emotional challenges.  
We rely entirely upon charitable donations and grants. 

Calendar 

May 2nd,  2015 
12th Annual 

Making Miracles Happen 
Dinner & Auction 

Red Lion Hotel – Kalispell 
 

June (Date TBD), 2015 
Meet & Greet at SAMS 

All are welcome!! 
 

July 25th, 2015  
The Event at Rebecca Farm 

Lemonade Stand 

Be sure to visit our redesigned website. There you can access 
further information about therapy integrating the use of equine 

movement, ways to help HTH, as well as great photos.   

www.HTHFlathead.org 

Please Join HTH to Celebrate the “Making 
Miracles Happen” Dinner & Auction 

Our Annual “Making Miracles Happen” dinner and auction is right around the corner. 
It will be taking place at the Red Lion Hotel in Kalispell on Saturday, May 2nd. This 
year, it is being held in honor of the founders of S.A.M.S. Riders, Bob and Timi 
Burmood.  They have decided that it is time to retire and are handing over the reins. 
Throughout the years, they have provided service, devotion, and love to many families 
as well as to the community as a whole, making an enormous impact on the Flathead 
Valley.  Please join us to show your gratitude for Bob & Timi Burmood and ensure that 
their legacy lives on.   

This event is an opportunity for the community to gather in support of HTH in order to 
raise funds for local individuals with special needs to be able to participate in therapy on 
horseback.  The atmosphere will be fun and the food will be delicious.  There will be a 
great band, dancing, raffles, prizes, and plenty of items to bid on at the live and silent 
auctions.  You will also meet the new director and therapist at S.A.M.S. and hear about 
some exciting new developments on the horizon.  Of course, this event would not be 
complete without testimonials from families who have been and will continue to be 
directly impacted by the program and your support.  Please come out for a beautiful 
evening, support Human Therapy on Horseback, and “MAKE MIRACLES HAPPEN”. 

We have some fun auction items to look forward to this year. You could win a 
helicopter tour of Glacier, Rafting trips, Kayak/Canoe rentals, or golf lessons.  A few of 
the many other items up for grabs include spa treatments, theater tickets, sports 
equipment, tools, fabulous crafts and works of art by local artists, and more.  Doors will 
open at 5:00pm with dinner starting at 6:30pm.  The live auction will begin at 7:00.   

Tickets for the Dinner & Auction cost $50 per person and tables of 8 are available for 
reserved seating. 

If you would like to attend or are interested in donating an auction item or becoming a 
sponsor, call (406) 212-2353. 

Also check out   

www.SAMSRiders.com 
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 Messages From Our 
Families 

__________ 

RYAN 

When Ryan started with SAMS and HTH in January of 2014, 
he was 12 years old and struggling with the issues, 
frustrations, and social out-casting that FAS, Severe Anxiety, 
ADHD, PTSD and Learning Disabilities can bring.  Ryan had 
a hard time trusting that the process of therapeutic horseback 
riding could help him with all of the effects of his multiple 
diagnoses and he was very oppositional with Bob and Timi for 
the first few months.  However, it became clear that the 
therapy was working as he gained more self-confidence.  His 
sensory issues appeared to be diminishing.  Ryan’s ability to 
trust Bob and Timi, the horse, and even himself became 
obvious.   

Ryan started caring about getting out of his “me box” and 
giving service to others.  His anxiety has leveled out to a 
degree that he can use the tools he has learned to de-escalate 
himself when he feels stressed, most of the time.  Ryan has a 
great sense of humor and his self-esteem has greatly improved.   

Our family is grateful to Bob and Timi for their efforts on 
Ryan’s behalf.  The Burmoods have truly been a blessing in 
our lives and have given Ryan and all of us the gift of hope 
and healing for Ryan and for his future.  Without the HTH 
program and the financial support it provides for our son and 
so many other children, we would not have been able to 
access this program.  Ryan looks forward to his sessions at 
SAMS and continues to make progress with each one.  

As a family, we are excited to see our son grow into a caring, 
responsible young man with a bright future.  Thank you Bob 
and Timi, and thanks to HTH for providing a way for so 
many kids.   

__________ 

EMILY 

Emily fell in love with horses at a young age. She started to 
first make wire horses, and then went into creating drawings 
and even horse sculptures. By the age of 15, she had sculpted 
and cast 5 bronzes.  But on December 17th, 2011 when she 
was only 18, Emily was involved in a near-fatal car accident. 
Her injuries included a severe TBI, 5 pelvic fractures, right 
shattered hip, and an occipital fracture. A relatively normal 
life for Emily vanished. Daily life ever since that horrific, life-
changing event has been very difficult for Emily.  

She had almost given up on ever doing her art, until Bob and 
Timi persuaded her to give it a shot. So, Emily once again 
began to make her wire horses. By participating in the horse 
therapy program that Bob and Timi provide, Emily has not 
only excelled in creating her art, but has also improved her 
balance, range of motion, speech, and many other things. 

__________ 

ELISE & JACOB 

It is difficult to put into words what therapeutic horseback 
riding has done for our family.  I have seen Elise scream with 
absolute joy when she reached a goal on the back of a horse.  
But to know what it took to get to that point makes a 
difference. 

My daughter stated intense physical therapy before she reached 
one year of age.  She was blessed with wonderful physical 
therapists, who took precise intention and years of hard work 
to teach her how to move her body.  She has worked all her life 
to learn how to do things that most people learn naturally.  
And everything she learned to do is perfectly matched and 
reinforced by the movement of the horse.  It is not easy to do 
what she does.  It is hard, and sometimes scary.  I have seen 
her cry because she was afraid to do something on the horse, 
but now this girl can do those very things that she feared, and 
so much more.  She is becoming strong, and what is just as 
important is that she knows she is becoming strong.  And she 
has learned that she can do really hard things.   

My son, Jacob, can be described by many as being broken.  
When he could not connect to anyone else in the world, he 
COULD connect with the horse.  In the chaos he had in his 
mind and in his body, the horse provided the calm presence, 
the security, and the support for healing that he needed.  It was 
hard work for him as well, but the sessions on the horse 
provided what no one else could provide for him.  My son had 
his own goal, a record that he set in a session with a horse, that 
no matter what happens, he will always have.   

I have seen little miracles every week in the therapeutic riding 
sessions.  I cannot put a price on that, nor the hope it has given 
me to see the progress in my children and the other amazing 
things they have been able to accomplish because of it.   

__________ 

 
 

“Bob is my best friend!” 
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CONDITIONS THAT MAY BENEFIT: 

Accident Trauma 

ADHD and ADD 

Apraxia 

Autism Spectrum Disorders 

Cerebral Palsy 

Cognitive Delay 

Developmental Delay 

Down Syndrome 

Head Trauma/Brain Injury 

Lou Gehrig’s Disease (ALS) 

Motor and Sensory Impairments 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Muscular Dystrophy 

Pervasive Developmental Disorder 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 

Scoliosis 

Spina Bifida 

Stroke Survivors 

Vision, Speech and Hearing Deficits 

Human Therapy on Horseback appreciates your generous donation.  A gift receipt for tax purposes will 
be sent within 2-3 weeks.  Please send your contributions to: 

Human Therapy on Horseback, PO Box 5565, Kalispell, MT 59903 

Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution of   $_______________ 
Please make checks payable to “Human Therapy on Horseback” 
 
Please charge my contribution to:  - Visa      - MasterCard      - American Express      - Discover 

Card Number________________     Expiration____________     Authorization Code________ 

Name________________________________ 

Address_______________________________  City, State & Zip___________________________________ 

Phone________________________________  Email_____________________________________________ 

This gift is in memory or honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

  I would like to remain anonymous 
Tax ID# 84-1423503 

How To Donate 

Human Therapy on Horseback, Inc.   Spring 2015 

“Kids live up to expectations.” – Bob Burmood.  If you set high expectations for 
behavior and performance, your child WILL live up to them.   

“Get out of your ME box.” – Bob Burmood & Skyler Bexten.  Often, a meltdown is 
just an external product of a child thinking only of his or herself.  When a child can 
be encouraged to think of others first, it can encourage perspective.  

“Instead of only accommodating their deficits, they can cultivate their dreams.” 
– Temple Grandin.  Instead of focusing on a person’s difficulties, help them identify 
and capitalize on their strengths.     

“Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you feed 
him for a lifetime.” – Maimonides.  Sometimes it is difficult to see our children 
struggling with tasks, so we instinctively reach out and help them.  Piaget, while 
presenting at an NEA conference, said to all of the teachers “every time you teach a 
child something, you keep him from learning it on his own”.  We need to remember 
that with the right amount of support, the child will be able to learn to complete the 
task on his own, therefore, he will have accomplished much more than simply the 
task alone.  He will have discovered independence.   

“There is no excuse for a meltdown.” – Bob Burmood.  A diagnosis is no excuse 
for behavior. You must recognize your own signs of stress and use all the ‘tools’ in 
your ‘toolbox’ to keep it together. 

“Don’t let your child’s diagnosis rule your life.” – Bob Burmood.  Don’t lose 
yourself in the focus of your child.  As a parent, you must have a life outside your 
child.  Remember, you have a tough job! It is imperative that you take the time to 
refresh and renew yourself.   

Words of Wisdom at the Barn 



 

 

 

 

12th Annual 
Making Miracles Happen 

Dinner/Auction 
Join us for the 12th Annual Making Miracles Happen 
Dinner & Auction at the Red Lion Hotel in Kalispell.  
The event will feature a wonderful dinner, a live and 

silent auction, a cash bar, raffles, and many door prizes.  
Also, special musical entertainment will be provided. 

Saturday May 2, 2015 

Doors will open at 5:00pm with dinner starting at 
6:30pm.  The live auction will begin at 7:00.  Tickets for 
the Dinner & Auction cost $50 per person and tables of 8 

are available for reserved seating. 

For tickets or additional information, call (406) 212-2353 
or visit www.hthflathead.org 

Human Therapy on Horseback, Inc. 
PO Box 5565 
Kalispell, MT 59903 

[Recipient] 

Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 
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“This party changes lives!” 


